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RADIO REPORTER DAWIT ALEMU ILLEGALLY JAILED

Ethiopian radio reporter Dawit Alemu has been jailed on charges of writing a non specified book
critical of the existing EPRDF regime. Dawit, who had written one book some years back, has

denied he has written the alleged book.

The EPRDF claims censorship does not exist but books that are not seen favourably by it are denied
circulation and sale by security personnel covertly threatening book sellers and publishers. The
poems and CDs of opposition poet Ali Hussein are denied circulation for example and other authors
who belong to the opposition parties that the EPRDF considers as its enemies have been denied
publication and circulation inside Ethiopia. Many banned books and CDs are being circulated
clandestinely in Addis Ababa and other places. The brother of Dawit has revealed that security men
searched the house of the radio reporter. They are said to have confiscated documents and other

items. The court has postponed hearing of Dawit’s case to March 13.
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